THE   GREAT   WAR   OF   1914-1918
and extravagant Navy Laws of 1898, 1900, 1907,
and 1912. The Kaiser did not mince his words.
'I will never rest/ he said, 'until I have raised
my Navy to a position similar to that occupied by
my Army. German colonial aims can be gained
only -when Germany has become master of the
Ocean.'
A Pan-German League was founded in 1891.
Within the next twenty years it became the most
powerful organisation in the Empire, having over
two hundred branches. An early revelation of its
large ambitions was given in an official publication,
Grossdeutschland und Mitteleuropa, issued in 1895.
This -was supplemented sixteen years later by Deutsch-
land and Wehmacht, a massive volume of 850 pages.
The same year (1911) appeared O. R. Tannenberg's
Grossdeutschland, in which it is made clear that Ger-
many claimed (i) all lands inhabited by peoples of
Germanic stock, e.g. Holland and Denmark; (2) all
lands which have ever been Germanic, e.g. Switzer-
land; (3) all lands where Germans have settled in
large numbers, e.g. Brazil; (4) all regions that
Germans want, that is, the rest of the world.
Another typical manifesto of the critical year 1911
was General Friedrich von Bernhardi's Deutschland
und der n'dchste Krieg. It glorified war; it incited the
German people to prepare for it, and look eagerly
forward towards participating in its thrills and its
triumphs; it stirred up insensate hatred against
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